[Argyrophilic grain disease clinically mimicking Parkinson's disease with dementia: report of an autopsy case].
Argyrophilic grain disease (AGD) is a neurodegenerative dementia, which is neuropathologically characterized by the spindle-or comma-shaped argyrophilic grains scattered in the neuropil of hippocampal area. Several research reports have disclosed the pathological, biochemical and genetic characteristics of AGD, whereas the clinical aspects have not been fully investigated. Here we report an autopsy case of AGD. She developed tremor at age 63, and then developed dyskinesia, rigidity and gait disturbance. Thereafter, she had cognitive impairment and emotional disturbance at age 71, and died of pneumonia at age 76. She was clinically diagnosed as Parkinson's disease with dementia due to the presence of parkinsonism and dementia. Macroscopically, the brain demonstrated mild atrophy, and the weight was 1,240 g. Many argyrophilic grains were found in the hippocampus and amygdala. Coiled bodies and ballooned neurons were also present, while Alzheimer-type neurofibrillary changes were mild, consistent with stage 2 of Braak's classification. This case was neuropathologically diagnosed as AGD. In contrast, no remarkable pathological changes, including neuronal loss and Lewy bodies, were found in the nigra, locus ceruleus and basal nuclei. On the basis of the above-mentioned clinicopathological findings, parkinsonism with dementia is considered to be one of the clinical manifestations of AGD.